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Bonnleibhéal 2 (A2) Oral exam: sample materials

Note

In this document you’ll find sample exam materials,
including sample roleplay cards (part 2 of the exam) and
sample pictures for part 3. See here for all other important
information relating to the exam. You should pay particular
attention to the syllabus and guidelines and the current
exam report.

General information

1. 35% of the total exam marks are allocated to the oral exam.

2. Candidates are tested individually. There are two examiners, one who acts as
interlocutor and handles all communications with the candidate. The other
examiner focuses entirely on candidate performance and does not participate
in the conversation.

3. All exams are recorded for quality assurance and monitoring. Anonymised
recordings may also be used for training and research purposes.

4. The following is the layout of Scrudu Bhonnleibhéal 2 (A2).

There are three sections in the exam:

SECTION 1 The candidate is asked some questions about his/her daily
General life (home, family, hobbies, holidays, travel etc.)
conversation
4-5 minutes
SECTION 2 e The candidate is given a card five minutes before the
Role-play examination begins. The card contains key words
2-3 minutes relating to a particular event: planning holidays,
describing a weekend etc. Candidates are not allowed
to use any notes or dictionaries or to write on the card.
e During the exam, the candidate answers questions
posed by the examiner about date / time / place / price
/ contact details etc.
e Then the candidate asks the examiner questions about
a place or event similar to that shown on the role-card.
(See sample role-plays below).
CuUID 3 The candidate is given a series of six pictures and has one
Telling a simple minute to look at them. Then the candidate describes what
story is happening in the pictures. The pictures show scenes from
2-3 minutes daily life — eating in a restaurant, walking in the mountains,
etc. The examiner may ask the candidate some extra
questions if more information is required (e.g. ‘Agus céard
atd ar siul acu sa phictiur seo?’)
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Marking

e Candidates will be assessed on a sustained performance over the three sections
of the exam and not on individual tasks.

e Candidates will be assessed on the following in the A2 oral exam:
Grammatical accuracy, Vocabulary, Pronuciation, Fluency and Communication.

Candidates are expected to be able to handle, to a satisfactory level for
communication, the main elements of grammar as set out in the Bonnleibhéal 1 (A1)
and Bonnleibhéal 2 (A2) Syllabi. These documents contain much of the vocabulary
that candidates will need to be able to speak comfortably on topics that are closely
related to their own lives

Although a candidate’s mother tongue may generally influence their spoken lIrish,
the pronunciation must be clear enough to be understood. The examiner may need
to ask candidates for clarification from time to time. At this level, candidates are not
expected to have a distinct accent or a natural flow to their Irish.

Candidates at this level will be able to express themselves using simple sentences
and short phrases on topics that are closely related to their own lives. They will
convey very simple opinions but are not expected to be able to explain or defend
these opinions. They will be expected to develop their answers somewhat.

The range of questions asked in the oral examination at this level is quite limited, so
if candidates have studied the syllabus materials, they should not have any major
difficulties in understanding the examiner's questions. Candidates should
demonstrate that they can deal with basic conversation reasonably effectively and
that they have appropriate strategies for dealing with gaps in their knowledge or
other difficulties that may arise, e.g. seeking clarification, asking the examiner to
repeat something or saying that they do not understand something.

Basic sociolinguistic ability is also assessed. Candidates should be able to use simple

phrases for basic social communication, e.g. greeting someone, saying goodbye,
asking permission, thanking someone or apologising.
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This section of the exam will be approximately 3-4 minutes.

e Introductions (no marks awarded)

The examiner will ask candidates some very basic questions to put them at ease at
the beginning of the exam.

Below are some examples of the kind of questions that could be asked:

Dia duit.

Dia is Muire duit.

Cad é mar ata tu?

An bhfuil tu go maith?

Cad is ainm duit?

T4 sé go deas bualadh leat.

® Exam questions

The examiner will ask questions on some of the topics laid out in Siollabas
Bhonnleibhéal 1 (A1) and in Siollabas Bhonnleibhéal 2 (A2).

Below are some examples of the kind of questions that could be asked:

Cén tsli bheatha ata agat?

An dtaitnionn an post leat?

Conas a théann tu ag obair gach 13?

C4 bhfuil tu i do chénai?

Cad iad na rudai a thaitnionn leat faoin &it?

Céard a dhéanann tu nuair a bhionn am saor agat?
An bhfuil tu i do bhall d’aon chlub né d’aon chumann?
An ndearna tu aon rud ag an deireadh seachtaine?
An ndéanann tu moran taistil?

C4 bhfuil tu ag dul ar laethanta saoire i mbliana?
An duine aclai tu?

An maith leat a bheith ag snamh?
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e Miniu 6n scrudaitheoir:

Td eolas ar an gcdrta faoin do chara, Aine Ni Bhaoill. Anois, cuirfidh mise cupla

ceist ort faoi Aine.

e Cuirfidh an scrudaitheoir ceisteanna ar an iarrthéir ar dtus. Féach an comhrd samplach

thios.

e Nuair a bheidh an méid sin déanta, beidh ar an iarrthoir ceisteanna a chur ar an

scridaitheoir mar gheall ar a c(h)ara Eoin O Duill.

Candidate’s card

Féach ar an eolas ar an gcarta thios.

Freagair na ceisteanna a chuirfidh an scridaitheoir
ort mar gheall ar do chara, Aoife Ni Bhaoill.

Aoife Ni Bhaoill

Cuma? ard / dathuil

Gruaig? gearr / catach
Clann? 1 mac/ 2 inion

Post? cuntasoir

Ait oibre? comhlacht / Corcaigh

Caitheamh aimsire? sport (peil/galf)
pictidrlann / uaireanta /
deireadh seachtaine

Examiner’s card

Anois, ta carta eile ag an scrudaitheoir, carta faoina c(h)ara,
Eoin. Anois, cuir tusa ceisteanna ar an scrudaitheoir faoi
Eoin.

Eoin O Duill
Cuma? beag / féasog
Gruaig? rua / direach
Clann? 3 mac /0 inion
Post? iriseoir
Ait oibre? nuachtan / Béal Feirste
Caitheamh aimsire? taisteal / iascaireacht
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Sample conversation

I: Ta si ard agus dathuil agus ta
gruaig ghearr chatach uirthi.

I: T4. Td mac amhain agus beirt
inionacha aici.

I: Is cuntasoir i.

I: T4 si ag obair le comhlacht i
gCorcaigh.

I: Is bred léi spért. Imrionn si
peil agus galf go minic.
Uaireanta, téann si go dti an
phictidrlann ag an deireadh
seachtaine.
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e Miniu 6n scrudaitheoir:
Td eolas ar an gcdrta faoin na laethanta saoire a bhi agat. Anois, cuirfidh mise
ceisteanna ort faoi na laethanta saoire sin.

e Cuirfidh an scrudaitheoir ceisteanna ar an iarrthdir ar dtus. Féach an comhra samplach

thios.

e Nuair a bheidh an méid sin déanta, beidh ar an iarrthdir ceisteanna a chur ar an
scrudaitheoir mar gheall na laethanta saoire a bhi aigesean/aicise.

Candidate’s card

Féach ar an eolas ar an gcarta thios.
Freagair na ceisteanna a chuirfidh an scradaitheoir
ort mar gheall ar na laethanta saoire a bhi agat.

Ait?

Cén fhad?

Loistin?

Leat?

Rudai a thaitin leat?
Rudai a rinne sibh?

Laethanta saoire

an lodail

seachtain (LUnasa)
arasan / deas

2 / cara + deirfiur (Aine)
bia / aimsir

siopai / ceolchoirm

Examiner’s card

Anois, ta carta eile ag an scrudaitheoir, carta faoi
laethanta saoire a bhi aigesean/aicise. Anois, cuir tusa
ceisteanna ar an scrudaitheoir faoin tsaoire sin.

Ait?

Cén fhad?

Loistin?

Leat?

Rudai a thaitin leat?
Rudai a rinne sibh?

Laethanta saoire

Sasana (Londain)
coicis (mi 1uil)

o6stan /mor

2 mac + 1 inion
daoine / bialanna
amharclann / séipéil

Sample conversation

I: Bhi. Bhi mé san lodail.

I: Bhi mé ann ar feadh seachtaine
i mi LUnasa.

I: Nior fhan. Bhi arasan deas ar
cios againn.

I: Bhi beirt chairde agus mo
dheirfiur Aine liom.

I: Bhuel, bhi an bia an-deas agus
bhi an t-adh orainn mar bhi an
aimsir go halainn an t-am ar fad.

I: Chuaigh mé ag siopaddireacht
cupla l3. Thaitin na siopai go mor
liom. Ansin chuaigh mé chuig
ceolchoirm oiche amhain agus
bhi sé sin go hiontach ar fad.
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e Miniu 6n scrudaitheoir:
Td eolas ar an gcdrta faoin deireadh seachtaine seo caite. Anois, cuirfidh mise
cupla ceist ort faoin deireadh seachtaine.

e Cuirfidh an scrudaitheoir ceisteanna ar an iarrthoir ar dtus. Féach an comhrd samplach
thios.

e Nuair a bheidh an méid sin déanta, beidh ar an iarrthoir ceisteanna a chur ar an
scrudaitheoir mar gheall ar an deireadh seachtaine a bhi aigesean/ aicise.

Candidate’s card
Féach ar an eolas ar an gcdrta thios. Sample conversation
Freagair na ceisteanna a chuirfidh an scridaitheoir ort
mar gheall ar an deireadh seachtaine seo caite

I: Bhi mé ag bainis i nGaillimh ar

An deireadh seachtaine seo caite an Satharn/Dé Sathairn.
Cad? Satharn / bainis / Gaillimh
L(?? . c,up’Ia / cara _ I: Bhi cupla cara liom.
Loistin? Ostan / sa / cathair
Aimsir? brea I: D’fhan mé in éstan sa
Sult? M séipéal / alainn chathair.

Ach dinnéar / fada

Domhnach? siul / sléibhte

I: Bhi aimsir bhrea ann./Bhi sé go
brea.

Examiner’s card
I: Bhain. Bhi an séipéal go

Anois, ta carta eile ag an scrudaitheoir, cérta faoin o - o
halainn ar fad ach bhi an dinnéar

deireadh seachtaine a bhi aigesean/aicise. Anois, cuir

tusa ceisteanna ar an scrudaitheoir faoin deireadh réfhada.
seachtaine sin.
An deireadh seachtaine seo caite I: Chuaigh mé ag siul sna
Cad? coisir / Corcaigh / Satharn sléibhte.
Le? deirfiar
Laistin? arasan / beag / cathair
Aimsir? baisti / an t-am ar fad
Sult? M ceol / iontach ach bia / dona

Domhnach? leaba / léigh / nuachtain

© Ollscoil Mha Nuad



Bonnleibhéal 2 (A2) Oral exam: sample materials

SECTION 2: Role-play

Sample 1: Description of a person

Candidate’s card
Section 2A
T4 eolas ar an gcarta thios faoi do chara Aine Ni Bhaoill.
e Ta cuig ndiméad agat anois leis an eolas a léamh.
e Freagair na ceisteanna a chuirfidh an scridaitheoir ort faoi Aine.

Aoife Ni Bhaoill

Cuma? ard / dathuil

Gruaig? gearr / catach
Clann? 1 mac/ 2 inion

Post? cuntasoir

Ait oibre? comhlacht / Corcaigh

Caitheamh aimsire? sport (peil/galf)
pictidrlann / uaireanta / deireadh seachtaine

Section 2B
e T4 cérta difritil ag an scrudaitheoir, carta faoina c(h)ara Eoin O Duill.
e Anois, cuir tusa ceisteanna ar an scrudaitheoir faoi Eoin.

SECTION 2: Role-play

Sample 2: Holidays

Candidate’s card
Section 2A
T4 eolas ar an gcarta thios faoi na laethanta saoire a bhi agat.
e T4 cuig néiméad agat anois leis an eolas a [éamh.
e Freagair na ceisteanna a chuirfidh an scradaitheoir ort faoi na laethanta

saoire.
Laethanta saoire

Ait? an lodail
Cén fhad? seachtain (LUnasa)
Loistin? arasan / deas
Leat? 2 / cara + deirfiur (Aine)
Rudai a thaitin leat? bia / aimsir
Rudai a rinne sibh? siopai / ceolchoirm

Section 2B

e T4 carta difriuil ag an scrudaitheoir, carta faoi na laethanta saoire a bhi
aigesean/aicise.
e Anois, cuir tusa ceisteanna ar an scrudaitheoir faoi na laethanta saoire sin.
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CUID 2: Rélghniomhaiocht

Sampla 3: Last weekend
Candidate’s card

Section 2A
T4 eolas ar an gcarta thios faoin deireadh seachtaine seo caite.

T4 cuig néiméad agat anois leis an eolas a Iéamh.

Freagair na ceisteanna a chuirfidh an scridaitheoir ort faoin deireadh
seachtaine.

An deireadh seachtaine seo caite

Cad? Satharn / bainis / Gaillimh
Le? cupla/ cara
Loistin? Ostan / sa / cathair
Aimsir? brea
Sult? M séipéal / alainn

Ach dinnéar / fada
Domhnach? siul / sléibhte

Section 2B

Ta carta difridil ag an scridaitheoir, carta faoin deireadh seachtaine a bhi
aigesean/aicise.
Anois, cuir tusa ceisteanna ar an scrudaitheoir faoin deireadh seachtaine sin.
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Section 3: Describing a picture series (Sample 1)

Cliona sa bhialann
e Ta ndiméad amhain agat le féachaint ar na pictiuir thios.
e Ansin, déan cur sios ar na rudai éagsula ata le feiceail iontu.
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Section 3: Describing a picture series (Sample 2)

An Id a bhi ag Aine
e Ta ndiméad amhain agat le féachaint ar na pictiuir thios.
e Ansin, déan cur sios ar na rudai éagsula ata le feiceail iontu.
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An la a bhi ag Ciardan
e Ta ndiméad amhain agat le féachaint ar na pictiuir thios.
e Ansin, déan cur sios ar na rudai éagsula ata le feiceail iontu.
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